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FARIvI  BUSINESS  TACTS  ^  r) 

A  radio  discussion  "b^^  John  Baker,  Radio  Service  ,?nd  E*  J.  Ro^vell,  As^"icult^jire 
1/Iarketing  Service,  presented  d^jring  the  Department  of  Agricultiire' s  portion  of  the  * 
National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  Tuesday,  July-  11,  1939, 


BAICEF:: 

Yesterday  afternoon  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  issued  its  G-encral  Crop 
Report.     This  report  tells  us  about  crop  conditions  as  of  July  first,  and  is  "based 
upon  information  supplied  "by  thousands  of  farmers  viho  live  in  all  of  our  48  States. 
As  usual  WG  t^u-n  to  E.  J.  Eowcll  for  the  highlights  of  this  report.    Mike,  I  Imow 
tha„t  there  is  a  lot  of  interest  in  wheat,  so  "before  you  tell  us  ahout  general  con- 
ditions lot's  have  a  few  words  alDout  the  1939  wheat  crop. 

EOV:SLL: 

That's  okeh  with  me.     The  wheat  crop  of  1939  is  much  smaller  than  last  year's 
"big  crop  and  5  percent  "belov/  average.     This  year's  crop  totals  ahout  717  million 
hushels,  the  ten-year  average  is  753  million  iDushels.    Getting  into  a  little  more 
detail — v/inter  wheat  production  is  ahout  4  percent  "below  average,  durum  wheat  ahout 
12  percent  "belov;  and  other  spring  v/hcat  a"bout  7  percent  "below  average.  However, 
during  the  past  month  there  was  a  lot  of  improvement  noted  in  the  condition  of  the 
spring  wheat  and  in  spring  v;heat  prospects  in  the  Northern  G-reat  Plains  States  and 
in  the  Pa^cific  Northv;ost.     In  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Iiissouri  and  Illinois  yields  of 
winter  wheat  v/cre  "bigger  th,an  expected. 

I'm  going  to  ask  for  a  report  on  general  crop  conditions  "but  right  noxi  let's 
hcoT  a'bout  the  corn  crop. 

1^  EOFELL: 

Although  farmers  didn't  plant  qu.it e  as  many  acres  to  corn  this  ye^ar  as  they 
did  last  year  it  looks  o.s  though  production  of  corn  would  "be  a'bout  1  percent  larger 
than  it  was  in  1938.     Growing  conditions  during  June  tfcrc  the  kind  of  v/oathcr  corn  ■ 
crop  likes  and  it  looks  as  though  most  States  in  the  heart  of  the  Corn  Belt  from 
Ohio  to  Iowa  and  iiisso'ori  will  got  yields  a"bovc  average.    Another  reason  for  the  higj- 
yields  which  are  expected  is  the  large  numher  of  acres  which  farmers  planted  to  corn 
hy  "br  ids. 

BAICER; 

Now  Mike,  for  yom"  comment  on  general  crop  conditions. 

HOWELL: 

Better  weather  conditions  during  June  made  the  crops  in  many  States  look  a  lot 
"better.    Rai^i^all  was  more  normal  and  the  temperatures  were  close  to  seasonal  all 
over  a  good  share  of  that  huge  area  that  was  feeling  the  pinch  of  acute  drought 
conditions  a'bout  5  or  6  weeks  ago.     Crop  prospects  have  improved  rapidly  in  the 
North  Central  States  and  in  V/est  Virginia,  Montana,  Oklahoma  and  parts  of  Toxap.  Of 
course,  the  rain  didn't  come  quick  enough  or  hea.vy  enough  to  save  all  the  crops. 

BAKER: 

And  so  dry  weather  will  mean  smaller  crops  of  some  kinds. 
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^OWELL: 

Yes,  due  largely  to  drought,  the  average  yield  of  v/heat  and  oats,  harley  and 
rye  and  prohatly  the  yields  of  tame  and  wild  hay  are  each  expected  to  "be  smaller 
than  the  average  yields  per  acre  during  1928  to  1937  period  which  includes  the 
severe  drought  years. 

BAKER; 

IText,  wo  should  have  a  summary  on  all  feed  grains, — that's  particularly  im- 
)ortant  to  the  livestock  men. 

.10WELL: 

Taking  all  feed  grains  together,  farmers  will  probaT^ly  have  a"bout  2  percent 
Viorc  this  year  than  they  had  last  year. 

BAKER; 

In  other  words,  where  the  faxmer  had  100  tushols  last  year  he  will  have  ahout 
102  "bushels  this  year.       .  ' 

.ROWELL; 

Yes,  that's  right  John.    But  the  farmers  have  also  got  more  livestock  and  they 
orohahly  will  need  "between  7  and  8  percent  more  feed  than  they  needed  last  year. 

BAKER; 

Any  other  news  from  this  crop  report,  Mike? 

BDWELL; 

Yes,  lots  of  news  in  this  crop  report.    In  addition  to  the  printed  pages  there 
are  charts  and  graphs,  maps  which  we  wish  we  could  talk  ahout,  shov/  our  listeners. 
But  let  me  finish  for  the  day  "by  just  saying  that  several  of  the  important  food  crops 
show  prospects  for  good  yields  per  acre.    Tobacco  has  made  a  particularly  good  start. 
Farmers  are  getting  about  2  percent  more  milk  than  they  got  a  year  ago  and  that  means 
that  getting  more  milk  thaJi  the  previous  high  record  for  this  time  of  year.  Accord- 
ing to  this  report  as  of  July  first,  farmers  are  getting  a"bout  2  percent  more  eggs 
per  flock  than  they  were  a  year  ago.    Food  crops  promised  a  larger  than  average 
production.    And  the  commercial  truck  crops  from  States  that  supply  the  July  market 
ire  reported  to  promise  production  about  5  percent  smaller  than  last  year  but  about 
equal  to  other  recent  years. 

3AKEK; 

Ad  lib  close. 


